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Caring for our neighbors of the Alamo, Cooper, Martin, Otsego and Plainwell communities since 1983.

Our mission is to provide a safe place for people in our community who need food, rent and utility assistance,
education, or other resources to help create stability in their lives.

Meeting Needs, Building Stability

As we reach the midpoint of 2026, we want to take a moment to share the
impact your support is making in our community. Thanks to the
generosity of donors, volunteers, community partners, and friends like
you, Christian Neighbors continues to provide food, emergency financial
assistance, education, and resources that help our neighbors build
stability and hope.

The need remains great, but together we are meeting it. In this newsletter,
you'll find highlights from the first half of the year and stories of impact.

Thank you for being part of our mission of Neighbors Caring for
Neighbors.

THANK YOU: Our Dinner Auction event this year raised over $100,000
to support our services.

Jennifer Collins

Tributes to Support our Mission (Jan-June 2026)  Executive Director

In Honor of: Dennis McConney Patricia A. Ferguson
Alva Justice Doris Harvey Peggy Madison
Antoon & Lieve Brusselmans Dorothy Gregory Phil Curtis
Elaine Wallace Dorothy Kissinger on Mother's Day Rita Malvitz
Jack Kisinger's 90" Birthday Duane Hagen Robert Chamberlin
Jolene Minor’s Birthday Glenn Gregory Robert LaRoy
McPherson Plastics Employees  Jim Cronkhite Robert Scherzer -
Ron & Sandra McVean Joe Moyer Roger Seelye, Jr. ‘
Safari Circuits John Flatt Ron McFanin .
Shaun Waters Judy Harmon Ron Watson
Julie Boylan Sherrie File
In Memory of: Karen Sue Forbes Skip Finch Jju— -
Al Bradley Kelly VanDenBos Brown Steve Norton
Andrew Smit Ken Cronkhite Steve Sleeman
Betty Barber Kyle Hegedus Susan Meade
Bill Cooper Larry Elgersma Susan Nelson ** We try our best to have all
Brad McFanin Lynn Lukins Susie Curtiss information as correct as possible.
Candy Statler Margaret Rex Swaran Kaur If you notice an error, please contact
Connie Shively Marion Lyon Tim Clegg Eric Hoffman at 269.685.4166 x 100
Conrad Markle Marsha Wells Virginia Van Dewage or email at
Dan Kik Maxine McFanin Wanda Scofield ehoffman@christianneighbors.org.**
Daniel J. Holtrop May Shook Ward Kissinger
Dave Fleser Mick McFanin William Cooper

David Hartig Nancy Nunn




Welcome Shannon K & Rachael!

Christian Neighbors is pleased to introduce our new Food Pantry Manager, Shannon
Kirtley. Shannon comes to us with strong transferable skills and a genuine passion
for helping others, and we are excited to welcome her to the Christian Neighbors
team.

In her role, Shannon will lead our internal pantry staff and volunteers, oversee pantry
logistics, and coordinate our two Mobile Food Pantries in partnership with Feeding
America and the South Michigan Food Bank. Shannon and her pantry assistant,
Wendy, will also serve as the primary contacts for food drives, food donations from
churches and organizations, and any food-related questions.

Shannon Kirtley
Food Pantry Manager

Rachael will be leading
programs for seniors in our

community — creating a the
gave the Day,

safe, welcoming space for

connection, guiding seniors th

toward greater self- 11" Annual PATH Walk
sufficiency, supporting Sunday, October 4, 2026

Medicare questions, and Sherwood Park, Plainwell _
connecting people with CN Watch social media, newspapers, and website
and community resources. for more details. You may also call Eric Hoffman

at 269.685.4166 x 100.

Rachael Sheaffer
Senior Services
Specialist Find our Calendar of Events and more by
scanning the QR code to the right or visit
www.christianneighbors.org/calendar.

Making Stability Possible: Financial Assistance Changes
Lives Across Our Community

Thanks to the generosity of our donors, churches and community partners, we
have continued to provide critical assistance to local families facing financial
hardship throughout the year.

Between January and May of 2026, Christian Neighbors helped 53 families
remain safely housed through rental assistance and has provided support for 107
utility payments, helping households maintain essential services such as
electricity and heat, while also keeping food on the table. In total this year, our
financial assistance department has distributed over $22,000 for rental
assistance and around $24,000 in utility assistance.

The individuals and families we serve represent a diverse cross-section of our
community, including senior citizens living on fixed incomes, single parents
working to support their children, and two-parent households struggling to make
ends meet amid rising living costs. For many, this assistance has meant avoiding : 4
eviction, preventing utility shutoffs, and maintaining stability during challenging Shannon Zabaldo

times. Financial Case Manager

Every dollar donated and every act of support makes a meaningful difference.
Together, we are helping our neighbors overcome temporary setbacks and build = We have distributed over

a stronger, more resilient community. $46,000 in emergency
financial assistance so
Thank you for being part of this important work. far this year!

SHOUT OUT to: Heart of W Ml United Way for a 3-year $15,000 grant, and
Allegan Co Community Foundation for providing funds for a new generator.




Meeting a Growing Need: Food Assistance on the Rise

Over the past several months our pantry has experienced a noticeable increase in individuals and
families seeking assistance. From January through May of 2025, there were only 1,000 household visits.
From January through May of this year our food pantry has helped 1,273 households. That is an increase
of nearly 300 visits. We also have partnered with Hope Lutheran and Royal Estates to bring Mobile Food
Pantries to the community to help households supplement groceries. Households receive groceries that
help extend their budget to accommodate the rising cost of everyday essentials.

Spring 2026 exposed some hardships to our community due to
the tornadoes and the damage that occurred from them. We
increased the visits allowed to our pantry from one to two times
a month in both April and May to help with the cost of losing
groceries as families figure out how to move forward. June
through August we offer Boost Bags to help families with
children (preschool through high school) supplement the food
they are not receiving at school during summer break. Last year
we handed out nearly 400 boost bags. We are anticipating that
number to increase significantly. The rising number reminds us
that food insecurity continues to impact many of our
neighbors.

For many a visit to a food pantry is not just about food, it is
about stability, dignity, and knowing that they are not alone
during challenging times. These growing numbers highlight the
importance of our mission and the role that our community
plays in making it possible. Because of your continued support : Pt S
through donations, volunteering, and advocacy, we can meet %‘;ﬂ:ﬁ&"{m&vﬁlﬁ'&r o
the increasing need for food assistance. However, the demanc right, for a list of current needs
also reminds us that there is still work that needs to be done. at Christian Neighbors.

SAVE THE DATE: Stuff the Bus Plainwell Harding’s 7/31-8/1!!!
DON’T FORGET: We can always use extra garden produce!

New Partnerships = New Opportunities for Growth

The Education Resource Center is once again seeing a year of growth and development,
bringing the community together for shared experiences and resources. We were once
again a free tax site for low-income individuals who are now getting their home heating
and property tax credits.

New partnerships have come on board in 2026, including
Mary Free Bed and Bronson Healthcare. Each brings
unique programs and presentations like living with chronic
pain, being fit over 50 and healthy meal planning. Our
monthly BINGO sessions are a fun way to get out of the
house and meet new friends.

So far in 2026, we have had 1,100 participations at the
Education Resource Center. This is already outpacing last
year’s attendance and we are so happy to provide a safe
and positive place for community members to gather.

SAVE THE DATE: Back to School Celebration: August 11!!!

Need a notary? Christian Neighbors will
have a notary available at the Education
Resource Center on Mondays
from 10a-12p. If you need to make an
appointment for another time, please
contact Shannon at 269.685.4166 x 106, or
email her at:
szabaldo@christianneighbors.org.

Thank you to our VITA Tax
volunteers who gave
331combined hours of their time
to help 131 low-income
households file tax returns this
season for free. Thank you to
Heart of West Michigan United
Way for this great partnership.




Christian Neighbors SE
282 12th Street
Correspond to:

PO Box 583
Plainwell, MI 49080

PH: (269) 685-4166
www.christianneighbors.org
info@christianneighbors.org

MISSION STATEMENT

Our Mission is to provide a safe
place for people in our community

who need food, rent and utility

assistance, education, or other
resources to help create stability

in their lives.
“Together we are Neighbors
Caring for Neighbors"

Learn more about volunteer
opportunities on our website
under the “Ways to Help" tab.

Thank You!

for your Support
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Dinner & Auction
GENEROUS SPONSORS

Scan this OR code and &0 a
Quick regitration 5o we
have enouph food

THANK YOU FOR
YOUR SERVICE

VETERAN APPRECIATION LUNCHEON

Tuesday, July 21st
12:00pm-1:30pm
Location: Christian Neighbors

282 12th Street, Plainwell
FREE—No Cost to attend!

Christian Nelghbors would like to extend our thanks
10 area veterans by hosting a luncheon, Spouses
and surviving spouses are welcome as well,

On the Menu for Lunch:
Sloppy Joe
Cole Slaw
Corn on the Cob
Macaron: and Cheese
Homemade Desserts

You re weltome 1o stay ofter lunch for social time with
other ares veterans,
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Brad & René Saar

Larry & Nancy Wilson
Tom & Karen Darby

Antoon & Lieve
Brusselmans

-A grnb USG~ Art & Anne Hartman

The Launt Family

Tom & Diana Gilmer
Winkel Funeral Home

Earley & Associates

Arbor Financial
Credit Union

12 Corners Winery

AERO Carpet Cleaning
Ace Hardware - Allegan
Ace Hardware - Plainwell
Add Vantage Self Storage
Advanced Auto Parts
Airway Lanes

Allegan Eyecare

Allison & Eric Hoffman
Amanda Slinkman

Amazing Grace Floral
& Gifts

Anita Sherwood
Anna's House
Autorone

8 & CTrophy & Apparel
Barb Null

Bay Pointe

Bennett Family Agency
Bernie & JoAnn Koenig
Binder Park Zoe

Blue Gate Dinner & Theatre
Bob's True Value

Brad & Rene Saar
Cereal City Aute Pants
NAPA

Circle X

Connie Bridges
Corky's Drive-In
COSTCO

Cynthia 8rown
Daddy's Woedshop
Dave Coverly (Speedbump)
Detroit Tigers
Discount Tire Regional
Eccentric Garden

ITEM DONORS

Mobile Wrench Tire & Auto
Northrup Timber Company
Oasis Hot Tub Gardens
Old mifl

0'Reilly Automative

£d Johnson

FireKeepers

Four Roses

Frederik Meijer Gardens
George & Mary Washborn

Gilmore Car Museum Otsego District Public Litwary
Gorjama & Friends of the Library

Gourmet Gift Baskets.com OUMC Women of Faith
Pam and Dan Launt
Peterson's Riverview Nursery
Photos by Rachel 0

Plzza Hut

Plazmwell Community Schools
Plainwell Flowers
Plainwell Ice Cream

Pro Stock Detector
QDOoBA

Ransom Public Library &
Friends of Ransom Public Libeary

Red Robin

River Street Flowerland
Roxanne Kollar

Ruth Ekema

Sarah Hale

Shannon Zabaldo
Something Sweet

St. Julian Winery
Steensms

Susan Nelson

The Bear & Fox Yarn Den
The Lynx Golf Course
University of Michigan
Village Market
Wal-Mart

Winter's Sausage

Zana Williams

Grean Bay Packers

Grill House

Gull M2adow Farms
Hatding's - Allegan
Harding's - Plainwell
Hart's Jewelry

Harvest & Home

Home Depot

Homeless Quilt Project
lan Mercer

Jan Johnson

Jan Ragainis

Jennifer & Josh Collins
Jessica Snell

Jodi Deyers

John Ball Zoo

Julie Kechole

Karen DeVries

Kate's Kerner Kupboard
Kendra Scott (Jewelry St)
Kids Empire Kalamazoo
Kim & Darron Shafer
Lake Doster Golf Club
Leslie & Bob Dreger
Let's Roam

Meijer - Plainwell
Michigan State University
Midway Chevrolet




